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expoſing the common Lunacies of this 
Age———Þ And all the Madmen of the 


I Have made an Attempt, they ſay, in- 
Nartioa begin to open their Months at me 


for it Well, but won't you ftay till / 
bave done ? the more like Madmen ftill— 


I "IS 


I ſhall have a fine Storm upon me before 
have gone thro', if it blows ſo bard already 
Tis all one, Truth will out, and as to 
Rage and Nonſence, what can we expe 


from Madmen and Bedlamites ? 


——_—@.u—— 


—. 


M1iSCELLANEA. 


uT, ys Mr. Rebe arſal now, apd you 
B muft bave a Fling at the Church, you 
can never let the Church alone, you; never 


f.ip'r an- Opportunity of fall 


ing upoo the 
Church, witneſs the Story of n 4 Cavent- 
to the Re- 


air of the Church in Ruſſel-Conrt z in which 


Garden Play-houſe, contributing 


ſome ignorant People might bedrawn in, 
but no Minifter of the Church can be prov'd 
concern'd, ſays he And 1 wiſh it 
were true. . 


Poor Gentleman ' this Anthor has 21- 
ways the Misfortupe to defend the Church 


to her Diſadvantage—And I muſt tell him, 


"tis 


Name. 


But did. I never {lip an Opportunity, 
when I might expoſe the Church ?=——m—m— 
Yes, Sir, I have, and had ftill, had not 
r urgd itas an 
Argument to accept of thePlay-houſe Boun- 
ty, that the Univerlity at Oxford had done 


the Reverend Dr. L 


the like 

Now there's a Minifter in the Caſe, and 
there's a Church Precedent ; That the Ox0- 
»i2ns did the ſame thingy that a Play was 
ated there for the Repair of the Chu#ch ; 
That the Gentlemen in ſome places cauſed 
the Prayers of the Church to be read an Hour 
ſooner, in ſome adjourn'd for the Day, 
and went in their Formalities to ſee this 
ylay, and the Vice-Chancelor Dr. Do—c 
left both his Gaming and his Prayers to go 
with them. | 


That the Play ad there, was that of 


Sir Fobn Fallſtaf}, a Play parcicular for Pro- 
phazcneſs, and iingled out tor that reaſon, 
by Mr. Colizr in his Retieions upon the 
lmmoralitics ot the Stage. 

Theſe things are too notorious, and 'ris 
plain I omitted them, not that I knew them 


nut; but becauſe I avvided occaltons of 
expoſing thoſe, 'who. profeſs a Religion, * 


and are Members of a Proteftant Church, 
which ia h-r Doarine, Canon and Conftitu- 
tion abhors theſe things. 

But ſays this Church D=-fender, has not 
lie Church exncels'd her Dillike of theſe 


*tings,and have not thoutands of Mr. Colliers . 


Book againft the Srage becn diſpers d?—— 
Yes Sir, they have—But by whom— Net 
Hy any of the Miniſters of” RufſeI-Cours Cha 
pel ; for they, in particular Mr. ——- 
cather choſe to turn Sollicitors for the Play- 
houſe, and'to diſperſe the Play-houſe Tic- 


kets, ſelling thenr for the 'Profit: of the 'þ] 
Church, and it witbe Trov'd, that Mr 
acknowledg'd, he had ſold as many as cane 
to <£c 5. Nut by Dr. L—r, for he in'@pub- 
lick manner fornd fault with the dif) peru 
Books 32ainft the Stage—— Ar my Chur 

Door, to ule the Dr's vwn Words, 89 teach 
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'tis a greater Inftance of Church Madneſs; 
that any Church ſhould be pleas'd with his 
detending her, than any I have yet given ; 
and this I take to be the true Reaſon, why 
the Author of the Reberſal will nor tell bis 


the ignorant People #0 ſwear and curſe, Ex- 
cellent Dodtrine! the Authors having only 
ſing1-d out ſeveral prophane Paſſages in the 
Plays to expole them in the World. 

But Sir, it was the Societics for Refor- 
mation andFounders of the Charity Schools, 
that gave away theſe Books At whoſe 
Z:al, foeminent a Man as Dr. Lan———r 
was {0 much offeaded. 

Nor had our Genfrlemen of FRuſſel-Cours 
Caution enough, or Modeſty enuugh, or 
Reſpet enough, for the Church, call it 
which you pleaſe to chooſe an uncxceptio- 
nable Play this Junfture; whether it was 
that the Devil, who drew them into the 
Snare, abang@0n'd them ta their own Folly 
on purpoſeTd blot them with the Scandal ? 
whether it was, that they thought if it was 
A SOBER PLAY, No body would come 
to it, the Taft of the Times being another 
Way ; or whether it was, thac there was 
not a Play to be found without ſomething 
df Baudy.or Blaſphemy in it, let the Gen- 
tlemen Yejermine, for I cannot. But if 


they pleaſe to examine the Play now fing- 


led ont for the Day, they may find frequent 
prophane Ex ons in it, and ſome re- 
preh-nded by Mr. Co/lier himſelf, 

Vide the Flay. 


Theſe are the Excurſions theſe Gentle- 
mei1 coyld bear with, rather than not haye 
about <o 1. Aſhſtance towards the repairſag 
the Cizapel, and without donbr, their End 
is effeQually anſwer'd in ity for I muſt be 
very plain with theſe People, that I take it 
to be a premeditated Plot. upon the Church, 
in order to expoſe and defame her———— 
Sace_I_can make.it appear, that a very 
conliderable Pariſhioner, a Burgeſs, nd 
long Inhabitagt.in the Liberty of Weſtmqn- 
ſter, expteF'd openly his Abhorrence of the 
Attempt, ſcorning, 4nd reaſon good, to ac- 
cept of the Aſſiſtance of a Society to ſupport 
the Ebirch, which the Church her lclf - 
l6des nd abhurrs. | 
1”\This Gentleman offer'd them his Afh- 
Alnte'to make a new CpfleRion over the 
P3*f> arid offer'd his giving a ſecond Gift 
kimſeff, asHie did the firſt; and hed this 
been "attenipted, and the Dr. who *tis 
known, reapsan Income of near a _—_ 

E-- oun 


} 


Pound per Amnum out of the Pariſh, and 
has neither profuſe Wife or extravagant 
Child to take Care of ; had this Geatleman 
any, fit to have (ct a good Example, 
and begun a ſecond Subſcription, - which 
would not have hurt him, the Magnitude 
of bis firſt eſpecially confider'd, the Church 
need not have been cxpos'd to ſuch a De- 
ree. 

p But all the Arguments of this Geatle- 
man conld not prevail; at laft, ic was 
mov'd in pnblick againft accepting the 
Money 3 and a Reverend Minifter that 
joyn'd with th- Motion, urg'd to the Dr. 
Sir, how can we preach againſt tbe Play-bouſes, 
if we do thus ? But all was in vain, the Dr. 
would have the Money ?ccording to the 
you Proverb, Les the Cure be wrought, 
tho" 1be Devil be the Dr. and the Dr. has 
had the Money, and much good may itdo 
him I would have them have put it 
down in their Pariſh Books, as the Parlia- 
ment of old did the Attainder of the Earl 
of Stafford, Ex poſt fato, as a thing that 
ſhould never be made 4 Precedent, Anglice, 
a thing nor fit ro be imitated. 

Unhappy is the Church of England in Her 
Members, tho' not at all culyable ia Her 
ſelf But that She can bear things fo 
deftraQire ro her Conftitution, is without 
(oubt the Error of thoſe, who are in Duty 
bound to have more Regard to her Honour. 

But ſay ſome, this is the pious Attion of 
the Players——A pretty Je indeed ! Had 
the Players done tins in the Abundance of 
their Devotion 4 Why had they not filently 
given a Sum of Money, as the Chapel- 
Warden at firſt ſollicited them to do? 

This is eaſily anſwer'd Torat were 
leſſening the Capital Stockz for this was 
nothing but offering to God the Charity of 
the Houſe—And making a Preſent of what 
coft them nothing. Nay, the Credit of the 
Church was plac'd at the Door to invite the 
People in, and the Gifr to the Church was 
rais'd by the Church; for the Players did' 
not ſo much as give their Labour at leaft 
moſt of them ; had they done that, there 
had been ſomething of a Gift ; but now 
they only leat the uſe of che Stage for one 
Day to the Church, and moſt of the Ser- 
vants were paid as betore, 
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$7 that really the Proprietors only gave 
the Churcha Day, atd the Money taken at 
the ating a prophane blaſphemous Repre- 
ſentation, is call d an AR of Piety and De- 
votion. 

"Tis hard to determine, who ſhall paſs 
for the Luaaticks here z whether the Church 
Men who encourage that Prophaneneſs, 
which in its ſelf is deftcuQive to the Church 
in all its coaftitueat Parts,and to Keligion in 
general ;z or the Players, who atted here 
to repair and uphald that Church, and that 
Religion which openly proteſts againft 
them, and muft, 'tis hoped, be once {ov en- 
—_— as entirely to cruſh and ſuppreſs 
them. 

Thus both ſides are ating Hypecbalies 
and Contradiftion, and taking a great deal 
of Pains to prove, that Madane(s is gotten 
into the Pulpit, as well as into the Stage, 
and that both are induftriouſly attempting 
to deftroy theic own Foundation. 

So mad is this Age, ſuch Lunacics pre- 
vail over Men; ſuch anaccountable things 
are to be found even among our Sages— 
Bat whoever pleaſes to have Patience to 
follow me thro' the vaſt Varieties of theſe 
Chambers of Darkneſs, yet to come, ſhall 
ſee even greater Bedlamites than theſe. 

But, why ſo hot againſt th= Players, ſays 
a wiſe Objeftor here, among other Que- 
ſtions, in a L=tter to the Author of this 
Paper—/s the Money the worſe for being gi- 
ven by the Players, are evil Men forbid 10 
ao Good ? 

To this I anſwer, I never blam'd the 
Players for offering this Gift z | thiak it 
was a very Politick prudent Attion, and I 
am willing to aſcribe it to their Policy for 
two Reaſons. 

1. Becauſe I never heard, they ever pre- 
tended to do it in D-votion; and it it was 
neither Piety nor Prudence, no body li- 
ving can giveſuch an Account, why they 
did it? - 

2, B:cauſe their Circumſtances at thi 
Time, more than vſnally, requic'd them, f 
poſſible, to make fair Weaiher with the 
publick z there being ſeveral Inditments 
ncw brought againſt them ſor bla/phemous 
and prophage Expreſſoas, and the Iſſue of 
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